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Introduction 

By way of introduction I would like to remind you of where we were last week in this 

letter to the Galatian Church.  Last week, if you remember, we saw Paul begin by 

defining the Gospel, in verse 3, and in so doing he highlighted three beautiful, 

undeniable, truths of the Gospel.  First – the ugly side of beautiful - you and I are caught 

up in eternal sin, determined and destined for hell – not one of us can rescue ourselves 

from this self-indulgent destiny.  And yet God, in His remarkable love for us, determined 

at the onset of creation to send His Son in His perfect timing to rescue us from our own 

sinfulness, by dying on the Cross – and in glorious irony He saved us.  Salvation is 

therefore only offered by God through Christ alone.  This Gospel is the most valuable 

truth in all creation.  Which is why Paul was so shocked that the Church was so easily 

being led astray by a group of religious Jews who were seeking to pervert the Gospel by 

adding works to it – in this perversion, the Gospel is something that can be earned, which 

then makes it as much about us as it is about God.  Paul would call this “another gospel” 

altogether – resembling pieces of the truth – but twisting it to become something else 

entirely.  This is still a problem today.  There are about 300 million people worldwide 

who are in the Eastern Orthodox Church and this is what they have been recently quoted 

as believing, “We believe a man to not be justified through faith alone, but through faith 

which works through love, that is to say through faith and works.” The sister church of 

the Eastern Orthodox Church is the Roman Catholic Church that has the exact same 

doctrine, “We are not justified through faith alone, but by faith and works.”  There are 

roughly 1.3 billion people today who would call themselves Roman Catholic.  So 1.6 

billion people in this world today, call themselves Christians and believe in a salvation 

that is a combination of grace and works.  This is a false Christianity teaching a false 

gospel.  This is why Paul was both upset and grieved by the news he received concerning 

this matter.  This problem is huge and so Paul took up pen and paper (under inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit) and he sought to warn, protect, and persuade the Church to return to a 

Christocentric Gospel.  This is where we were left last week and verse 11 is where we 

will pick up this week.   

 

Open your Bibles to Galatians 1:11-24, read with me verses 11-24.  

Open in Prayer.   

 

Like a political campaign, if you cannot persuade others that their policies are poor, you 

seek to destroy their reputation.   If the messenger is not trustworthy, than the 

message he is delivering is not trustworthy.  This is what I believe was happening to 

the Apostle Paul and the Church.  These religious Jews (Judaizers) were seeking to trash 

the credentials of the Apostle Paul.  And so in these verses we see the response as Paul 

seeks to give validity to his credentials and origin of his message.  Read with me again 

verses 11-12, it is here that we see the origin of the Gospel.   

  



1. The Origin of the Gospel (vv. 11-12) 
These verses are what separate the true Gospel from all other false gospels.  It is a 

promise of love passed down to humanity from Jesus Christ – the very One whom the 

Gospel is all about – and the only One who can define the Gospel.  And so this is the 

logical place for Paul to start.   

 

Verse 11 – “For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached 

by me is not according to man.”  Paul begins by saying, “The gospel I preach, the true 

gospel, the real gospel is very different than man’s gospel” – it’s not according to man.  

Let me speak a few minutes about man’s gospel.  When the gospel is according to man it 

always is based upon some sort of work-reward system.  Whether this man’s gospel is 

religiously based upon a divine being or simply revolves around you and your happiness 

– in man’s gospel there are always things I have to do to get to what I want.  What Paul is 

saying, is that the gospel I preached to you, is not like that at all.  In fact, the gospel I 

preached to you has Christ at the center and your role, as man, is passive – and therefore, 

it is like no other gospel you have ever heard from man.  Why?  Well Paul answers this 

question in verse 12.   

 

Verse 12 – “For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 

through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”  Why is this Gospel unlike man’s gospel?  Because 

its origin is not from man.  Have you picked up on this theme?  It is one that Paul will 

never stray from – I, Paul, have not devised this gospel from the imaginations of my own 

brain and the selfish motives of my own heart, nor have I learned it from others, but this 

divine message validated through the actual life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

was given to me from Christ Himself – therefore this Gospel is completely and 

unequivocally true.   And this flies in direct contrast to the different gospel of the Jewish 

leaders.  This is a Christ centered, Christ given gospel message that Paul received directly 

from Christ Himself.  Now, when you read this, after knowing when it was written (some 

15-20 years after Christ was crucified), you must ask the question, how can Paul receive 

this revelation from Christ, He is no longer present on this earth?  He ascended to heaven 

and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father, interceding for us.  This is true, 

however, Paul, needed special motivation from Christ Himself to get his attention. And 

when Christ was revealed to Paul, the Gospel was planted in his heart and from there 

Paul no longer taught a Law-based salvation but preached a Christ-centered salvation.  

So, The Origin of the Gospel is both centered around Christ and given to us by 

Christ – Whenever it strays from Christ alone it is no longer the gospel.    
 

As Paul leaves the Galatian believers with this huge claim that the Gospel came to Him 

directly from God delivered by Christ, he knew he would have to provide substantial 

evidence, especially since the Judaizers were creating doubt in the minds of these new 

believers.  And so Paul begins to share his testimony and in so doing he would provide 

his life as proof to this revelation of Christ – for only the Gospel can radically transform 

an individual from the inside out.   

2. The Testimony of Paul (vv. 13-16a, 22-24) 
Paul begins his testimony like many of us would begin ours.  Verse 13 reads, “For you 

have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism…” If you are one who likes to 



underline things in your Bible perhaps you would like to underline the phrase “former 

manner of life” – and what follows is Paul’s actions prior to Christ.  Here is what his 

former life looked like.  Let’s continue in verse 13 – “How I used to persecute the 

Church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.”  Now this isn’t hyperbole.  This 

isn’t Paul embellishing his former actions for the purpose of shock and awe; what Paul is 

saying is that (just a few years prior) he literally killed people, murdered people, 

oppressed people, had men and women arrested and thrown into prison – splitting up 

families – this is actually who he was.  And as a side note I think it would benefit us to 

realize that what Paul is doing, whether intentional or not, is he is removing excuses.  

How many of you have heard or thought to yourself that God can’t love me, He can’t 

save me, I’ve gone too far, I’ve sinned too much?  Have you murdered anyone lately?  

Let’s take out of our minds the presumption that God is not big enough to rescue you 

from your sins, no matter what they are or how many times you’ve committed them.  It is 

God’s great desire that you believe in His Son, and move out of that former life into 

newness of life.  It brings such joy to my heart to be able to speak of my life without 

Christ as my former manner of life.  So Paul speaks of his former manner of life and it is 

absolutely horrible the sinfulness he was caught up in for the sake of the Law.   

 

Paul then continues on in speaking of his former manner of life in verse 14, “And I was 

advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being 

more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.”  Not only did Paul go to great 

lengths to persecute the Church even seeking to destroy it, but he was perhaps the most 

self-righteous man you would ever meet.  In fact, so self-righteous that although he was 

extremely zealous for his ancestral traditions, aka the Law of Moses and teachings on 

that Law, he violated it for the sake of others keeping it.  And he was advancing, like a 

man determined to blaze his own trail, in Judaism beyond many of his own 

contemporaries.  He was a shining light for the Jewish religious community and probably 

thought to someday become high priest of Israel.  But he was pursuing the wrong thing 

and was blinded by his own ambition and zeal for the Law that it took an act of God to 

change the course of his life.   

 

That is what the Love and Grace of God does for us, it looks beyond our sinfulness and 

self-righteousness, and it pursues us when we do not deserve it and offers salvation 

through Jesus Christ.  No matter what your former life is like, no matter how terrible it 

has become, you are not out of the reach of God’s grace, for salvation is offered to 

everyone who believes no matter their former life.  And the life you once lived, leading 

you directly to Hell, can be called your “former life” – that is the absolute splendor of 

what Jesus offers.   We see this on display in verse 15, “But when God, who had set me 

apart, even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased…”   I 

love the beginning and ending of this verse, “But when God” – “was pleased”.  It 

pleases God to be involved in the calling of men and women to salvation.  It’s His 

pleasure and His purpose to call those out of darkness into the light, and it reveals His 

grace in doing so.  But this call to salvation began way before Christ revealed Himself to 

Paul on the road to Damascus – this call to salvation began in His mother’s womb.   What 

Paul is saying is foundational to the doctrine of salvation – your salvation has nothing 

to do with you – because the true Gospel of Christ was not brought about by men, it 



was done solely by God.  Paul is saying God called me, He gave me life, and I simply 

responded – which resulted in my salvation.  And Paul’s calling was two-fold.  First, to 

salvation.  Second, to ministry – “He was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might 

preach Him among the Gentiles…” (v. 16a)  God’s great plan was for Paul to be used in 

a mighty way to bring the Gospel message to the Gentiles – you and me.  God does not 

just want to bring us to salvation, but He intends that transformation in our lives to have a 

ripple effect on the world around us – leading others to Christ.   

 

Let’s skip to verses 22-24 – “I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which 

were in Christ; but only, they kept hearing, ‘He who once persecuted us is now preaching 

the faith which he once tried to destroy.  And they were glorifying God because of me.”  

Talk about a life taken out of darkness and put on a new path of light, impacting many for 

the glory of God.  This is the power of Christ in a life of one willing to believe.   

 

This is the stage of life Paul was in, a life used by God to impact the Gentile world for the 

sake of salvation and to the glory of God - and so with that we come full circle.  Paul 

made the claim that he received the Gospel from Christ alone and not from man, and in 

order to verify that claim, he gave testimony of his life before Christ and after.  Only 

through the actual truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ could a life be so transformed like 

Paul’s and have such an impact on the world around it.   

 

From there Paul then describes his path of discipleship, a little more unique than his 

fellow apostles.   

3. Paul’s Path of Discipleship (vv. 16b-21)   
Verse 16b reads, “So that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately 

consult with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles 

before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.”  Now all 

Paul is doing right here is unpacking a historic account – a path of discipleship – 

happening immediately after his conversion.  And Paul tells us that this unique path of 

discipleship was so that he might preach Christ among the Gentiles.   

 

In verse 16 when Paul says, “I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood” – he is 

talking about the events that happened immediately after his conversion on the road to 

Damascus.  Let me remind you of this from Acts 9 (read Acts 9:1-19).  Although Ananias 

was sent to heal Paul of his blindness and help him grow in strength, Paul did not consult 

with Ananias concerning the Gospel of Jesus Christ – which would be the clear and easy 

path for Paul to take – you or I would seek to find answers immediately to what just 

happened to me and what have I missed out on due to my sinful focus on destroying the 

Church?  We would travel as soon as possible to Jerusalem to talk to the other Apostles.  

But Paul did not do that, God’s path for him was in Arabia.  We are not sure what Paul 

did in Arabia, but it was what God used to prepare him for ministry – after that time he 

returned to Damascus.  The next few words of Galatians 1 reads, “Then three years 

later…”  For three years God worked on Paul and prepared him for the ministry to the 

Gentiles and after his time in Arabia and Damascus, Paul finally went up to Jerusalem.   

 



Verse 18 – “Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with 

Cephas, and stayed with him for 15 days.”  It was there in Jerusalem that Paul sought out 

Cephas (Peter), staying with him for 15 days.  The word “acquainted” means “to visit 

with the purpose of getting to know someone.”  Why only become acquainted with Peter?   

Why only 15 days?  Verse 19 – “But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, 

the Lord’s brother.”  Why did Paul not spend a lot of time learning from all the apostles 

the ways of the Gospel?   Why only James?  Well, perhaps Paul sought out the most 

powerful preacher in the early years of the central Church in Jerusalem and he sought out 

the brother of Jesus, James – not for a lesson in the Gospel and Church life – but most 

likely to learn from two men who had been so close to Jesus, about who Jesus really was.  

What was He like?  What were some things you remember from His ministry?  What did 

you love most about Him?  I believe God used these couple weeks to help grow Paul’s 

heart in love with Jesus, the very One he would bind himself to in service – and all of this 

to prepare him for a powerful preaching ministry to the Gentiles and to prove the 

authenticity of his message - that his Gospel message was in fact from Christ alone and 

not from human influence.  Remember that is what started this whole conversation.   

 

Paul then wraps up the chapter by assuring the Galatian believers that what he is saying is 

true – “Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.” 

(v. 20).   “Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.” (v. 21). This was the region 

where Paul was from – Tarsus was in this area – and we read in Acts 9 that this is where 

Paul would stay and preach for several years, even pastor a church in that area, then 

Barnabas would come for him and Paul would leave on his first missionary journey 

which lead him to the southern region of Galatia.  Paul has taken us with him from his 

former life of persecuting the church to his conversion on the road to Damascus;  From 

Arabia to Tarsus and now to Galatia – all to bring forth the glorious Gospel of Grace, the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

    

Conclusion   
What can we learn from this?  Well, we can learn that a gospel without Christ alone is a 

false gospel.  Christ is the center of the Gospel, and our righteous acts amount to nothing.  

Our role in our salvation is passive.  We can also learn that our sinfulness cannot outrun 

the grace of God.  Praise God!  No matter how great a sin you’ve committed, no matter 

how deep you find yourself in sin, know that Jesus died for you, and salvation is offered 

to those who acknowledge their sinfulness and place their belief in Jesus Christ.  Have 

you done that?  Have you placed your faith in Jesus Christ?  You can make the life you 

live in sin today a ‘former way of life’.  And you can do it right there in your chair.  

Simply pray to God and let Him know you are a sinner and understand that you cannot 

save yourself; then tell God that you believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection for your sins 

and be rescued.   That is the miracle of the Gospel.  It changes you from who you were to 

who you are in Christ!   

 

This is what we celebrate today, it is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ that has 

rescued us from darkness and placed us in the light – and as we remember that ultimate 

sacrifice we respond in humble worship.       

Let’s pray.   


