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Introduction 
If you have been in the Church and around believers long enough you have most likely 
heard the popular teaching that as Christians, followers of Jesus Christ, that we are in the 
world but not of the world. These words do not appear in Scripture this exact way, but 
they are accurate in describing our relationship to the world around us.  I believe that God 
has sovereignly placed you in your families, in your neighborhoods, in your 
communities, in your schools, and in your places of employment in order to point people 
to the Cross.  When things are going well, we are to praise the name of Jesus; and when 
things aren’t going well, we are to praise the name of Jesus – and while we do so, the 
world around us watches.  You see, Jesus’ plan is for the Church (me and you) to be the 
greatest vehicle for the Gospel message – and the way we do so is through word and 
deed.  This is what our life is to be all about.  When we go to bed at night we are to lie 
there praying for the souls of others.  When we wake up in the morning, we are to think 
about who we can point to Christ.  This is our mission – this is why God has yet to 
rapture the Church – and this is why He has placed you, with your experiences, your 
personality, your abilities, where He has placed you.  With that as a means of 
introduction, let’s look at 1 Peter.   
  
Please open your Bibles to 1 Peter chapter 2 verse 18.  I want to read the entire 
paragraph beginning in verse 18 (which we looked at last week) in order to gain the 
proper context for today’s verses.   Read 1 Peter 2:18-25.   Open in Prayer.   
 
In chapter 2 Peter has laid the foundation for us in regard to our relationship with the 
world around us.  A world that is often times hostile toward the Christian.  He wrote this 
letter in a time when the Church was beginning to experience great persecution, and as he 
wrote to a suffering and persecuted Church he reminded them that they are to still have 
an impact on the world around them – the very ones whom are persecuting them.  And in 
doing this, Peter reminds us that often times our greatest impact on the world around us is 
during those times of trial and suffering – how we respond in the midst of them – can 
have a great impact in pointing people to the cross.  In Verses 1-10 he tells us that we are 
to hunger and thirst for the word of God, we are to continually come to the Chief 
Cornerstone as we build our lives.  Our focus is to be on Him, our foundation is to be 
upon the Word of God and when doing so, our behavior is impacted – and the world 
takes notice.  We no longer allow the flesh to control our thoughts, our attitudes, and our 
actions – we replace those things with God’s Word and Godly living – We abstain from 
fleshly lusts, keeping our behavior excellent among the Gentiles so that because of your 
good deeds, their slander may be turned to worship.  And this is to be how we approach 
every relationship of our lives.  In verses 13-25, Peter has begun to walk down the 
corridor of our relationships within this world.  He challenges us to submit to the 
governing authorities in our life – to humbly recognize our relationship with our bosses 



and employers – and to follow the example of Jesus, when they mistreat us for doing 
good.   
 
Last week we saw this example Jesus put forth - Jesus did not revile, hurl insults at, 
threaten or lie to those who caused suffering in His life – instead He responded in love, 
submitting Himself to their authority, trusting His Father, as Judge, to reign sovereignly 
over His circumstances.  This example of Jesus, is what Peter reminded us last week to 
follow after – we are to follow in His steps.  And in verse 21, Peter leads off by saying, 
“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you…”  And so 
this morning I would like to look a little further at our motivation…You see, acting godly 
toward those who mistreat you and cause you pain is otherworldly, it’s divine.  
Therefore, God has left for us the motivation that will inspire us to love, instead of grow 
in hatred.  We saw the example last week, now let us look to the motivation.     
 
In verse 21, Peter reminds us that Christ suffered for you… 

1. Jesus Bore our Sins (v. 24a) 
The cross is the symbol of Christianity.  And in it there is no greater symbol of sacrificial 
love.  For on the cross, Jesus satisfied the penalty for our sinfulness in the greatest act of 
love the world has ever known.  Paul puts it this way in 2 Cor. 5:21, “He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him.”   
  
What does Peter say about Christ’s suffering for us?  How did He suffer?     
“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross.”  In theological circles we call this 
the vicarious or substitutionary death of Christ.  And this is exactly what God foretold in 
the Scriptures of old, so when Peter reminds us of this loving sacrifice of our Savior, he is 
doing so by reflecting on the very words of Isaiah.  Isaiah 53:5-6.  Let’s look at these 
side by side.  “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried…He was 
pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities, the chastening 
for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging (stripes) we are healed.”    
Daily Bread Fall, 1980: During the Napoleonic Wars, men were drafted into the French 
army by a lottery system.  If your name was drawn, you had to go off to battle.  But in the 
rare case that you could get someone else to take your place, you were exempt.  On one 
occasion the French authorities came to a certain man and told him that his name had 
been drawn. But the man refused to go, saying, ‘I was killed 2 years ago.’  Well, how can 
this be, he was standing there alive and in front of them.  So, they took asked some 
follow up questions.  And what they discovered was that a close friend of his said to him 
when his name was first drawn 2 years prior, ‘you have a large family, but I’m not 
married and have nobody depending upon me, so I’ll take your name and your address 
and go in your place.’ It was on the battlefield where his friend died. The records upheld 
the man’s claim.  The case was referred to Napoleon himself, who decided that the 
country had no legal claim on the man.  He was free because another man had died in his 
place.”  Christ was our substitute – Jesus died in your place, in my place.   
 
Why was this necessary?  “For you were continually straying like sheep” (v. 25a) 



You see from birth, we have had sin coursing through our veins.  It is a poison that 
infects our very heart, mind, and soul – and impacts our eternity.  There is not one of us 
that escapes its clutches.  “Through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned…” Rom. 5:12.  “As it is 
written, ‘None is righteous, no, not one.” Rom. 3:10.  “If we say we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” 1 Jn. 1:10.  “For all have sinned, and fall 
short of the glory of God.”  Rom. 3:23.  This is why God sent His Son.  To Redeem a 
fallen world – one that at its very core is sinful.  Even our best efforts fall short!  We need 
a Savior.  I’m reminded of that each and every day of my life as I look around at a world 
looking in all the wrong places for freedom from the guilt and consequences of sin.     
 
And so God, because of His great love for you and for me, sent His Son, Jesus, to suffer 
on the cross by bearing our sins in His body.   This was, I believe, the worse part of 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  He was beaten beyond recognition, whipped to the point of 
death, mocked with a crown of thorns poking His very skull and nailed to the cross like a 
parchment of paper to a board – and yet this was minor compared to what would happen 
next.  Upon that cross, every sin (past, present and future) of those who would believe on 
Him was taken upon His body.  He was crushed for our iniquities.   
This very concept is hard for us to understand, because we only know the crushing guilt 
of our own sinfulness – but to have it multiplied by every sin of those who would believe 
– would be truly unbearable.  But that’s exactly what Peter is reminding us of.  Christ 
suffered for us…He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross.  
 
This is to be our motivation to live Godly in an Ungodly world.   
 

2. Through Jesus’ death, we have been Resurrected to Righteous 
Living (v. 24b) 

“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross…so that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness, for by His wounds you were healed.” 

 
When Peter uses the phrase, ‘die to sin’, I believe it has two meanings.  First, this Greek 
word only appears here in the New Testament.  And it means, ‘to be away from, to 
depart, to be missing, or to cease existing.’ Therefore in an eternal sense Peter reminds us 
that when Christ bore our sins, he separated us from sin’s penalty forever.  The penalty of 
our sins have been put to death once and for all in Christ Jesus.  The Psalmist puts it this 
way, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions (or 
sins) from us.”   What an unbelievable image wrapped up in this 7-word phrase.  The sins 
that would condemn me to an eternity in Hell, have been put to death in Christ Jesus, no 
longer following me beyond my grave.   “For by His wounds you were healed”  
 
But this not only has an eternal significance, it also has a daily implication.  For this also, 
I believe, carries with it the meaning of daily dying to our sinful tendencies.   For Peter, 
just sentences prior, speaks of our battle with the flesh – “As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves in all your behavior.” (1 Pt. 1:14).  This is a moment 
by moment, daily, hourly battle.  It is the war in which we find ourselves fighting in each 



relationship we are in – as citizens, as employees, within our communities, within our 
families.  Remember, this comes back to how we are to live in relation to the world 
around us – motivated by Christ’s great love for us – we are to live seeking to point 
people to the Gospel through our actions.  Peter has now come at this from nearly every 
angle.  He said in verse 12, that our righteous living has eternal evangelistic value – 
“Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they 
slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, 
glorify God in the day of visitation.”   That’s the reason why we are to submit to 
authorities in our life, especially when they mistreat us – for your otherworldly response, 
as you die to sin and live to righteousness, will shine a light upon the Gospel of Jesus.   
 
In other words, it is our right living (our godly responses to suffering) that shine the 
greatest light upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the observing world.  Jesus suffered 
for us, bearing our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness.  This is your motivation in relation to the world around you.   
 
And living to righteousness goes back to the Godly example that Christ set for us to 
follow – who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being 
reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept 
entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously (v. 22-23).    God does not provide a 
Savior to bear our sins, command us to live to righteousness, without giving us the 
perfect example.  And when Peter writes these words, he had to remember what Jesus 
said years prior, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.”  (Luke 9:23).    
 
But Peter does not stop there.  For under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he reminds us 
that while we seek to live righteously in an unrighteous world, we have a God who will 
lead us like a Shepherd and care for us like a Guardian.  “For you were continually 
straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your 
souls.”   
 

3. He is the Shepherd and Overseer of our Souls (v. 25)  
It is the shepherd who guides the sheep along the way when we are in fields of joy or 
valleys of darkness. And it is the Guardian (Greek word for Overseer), who watches over 
our every need, and provides us with the words to say, encouragement at the exact time 
we need it, strength in the midst of difficulty, and protection.  God has not placed us in a 
hostile world, and told us to follow the example Christ set forth, without promising to 
guide and watch over our every day.  He is the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls.   
 
What a comfort this was to the readers of Peter’s letter in his day.  And what a comfort 
this is to us this day.  
 
Conclusion 
Therefore, with this truth in hand, let us be motivated to respond in difficult relationships 
by remembering the sacrifice of our Savior and by following His example – trusting in 
our God who will guide and guard our souls.    Let’s pray  
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